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Canadian Breast Cancer Research Alliance

The Canadian Breast Cancer Research Alliance, established in 1993, is a collaboration of organizations combining
resources to more effectively support and promote breast cancer research of the highest quality in Canada.
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Dr. David Huntsman (L)
and Dr. Carlos Caldas at the
predictive oncology workshop
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P. 10 - Recent CBCRA Grants

EXPLORING THE PSYCHOSOCIAL ASPECTS OF

BREAST CANCER

A new grant competition, the
Canadian Breast Cancer Research
Alliance/Canadian Breast Cancer
Foundation Special Research
Competition on Psychosocial
Aspects of Breast Cancer was
launched in February. This initiative
has received major funding support
from the Canadian Breast Cancer
Foundation.

“The focus on issues around
the psychosocial impact of
breast cancer survivorship

Is an important and urgent
research priority,” says Dr.
Claire Holloway, Chair of the
CBCRA Research Advisory
Committee (RAC).
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“There are many challenges facing
a person from the moment they
are diagnosed with breast cancer,”
says Dr. Holloway, “and the
research we hope to generate

with this new program will be
aimed at preserving and even
enhancing their quality of life.”

Psychosocial oncology is defined
as any aspect of cancer care
concerned with the understanding
and treatment of social, psycho-
logical, emotional, spiritual, and
functional aspects of cancer, at all
stages of the disease trajectory
from prevention to bereavement.
This program will support research
on a wide range of issues, from the
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(L-R) Dr. Kathryn Kash (US), Dr. Judith Bray (Can.), Dr. Pascale Macgregor (Can.),
Dr. Tom Hack (Can.), Dr. Andrea Patenaude (US), Professor Lesley Fallowfield (UK),
Dr. Lise Paquet (Can.), Dr. Margaret Fitch (Can.), Ms. Nina Burford (Can.),

Dr. Anja Mehnert (Germany), Dr. Gerald Devins (Can.)
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psychological impact of wait times
for diagnosis and for treatment, to
comprehension of the extensive
information that patients grapple
with every step of the way.

The competition was developed

by a team of Canadian and
international experts in the field
(see photo on page 1), as well as
two breast cancer survivors, led

by RAC member Dr. Tom Hack.

At a workshop last fall, the group
reviewed current initiatives,
identified gaps and barriers and
recommended that CBCRA broaden
the scope of the program beyond
what was offered in the first Breast
Cancer Quality of Life/Survivorship
competition held in 2005/06.

“We recognize the need to build
capacity in this area,” says Dr. Hack,
“and the $2.5 million in funding
available through this competition
should take us one step further

in reducing the burden of this
disease.”

For more details, visit www.breast.
cancer.ca/SpecialGrantPrograms.

In foreground: Professor Lesley Fallowfield
Opposite: (L-R) Nina Burford, Dr. Andrea Patenaude, Dr. Kathryn Kash

SUuPPORT BREAST CANCER RESEARCH

As a granting agency, CBCRA does not seek donations or raise funds, but relies on its member and friend
organizations to solicit donations from the public to support breast cancer research. Please support these

and other upcoming events.

Canadian Cancer Society
Golf Fore the Cure

May to October 2009
www.rcgagolfforethecure.ca

Locations: Golf courses across
Canada

Enjoy a great day of golfin a
non-competitive environment

or organize your own Golf Fore
the Cure event, the signature
charity event of the Canadian Golf
Association’s Women's Division.
These events raise funds for
Canadian Cancer Society-funded
breast cancer research and local
programs and services for women
living with breast cancer.

CURE Foundation
National Denim Day

Tuesday, May 12, 2009
www.curefoundation.com

Locations: Across Canada

The CURE Foundation for breast
cancer invites you to participate
in the 13th edition of NATIONAL
DENIM DAY, on Tuesday, May 12,
2009. Businesses, organizations
and institutions are encouraged
to allow their employees/students
to wear denim and a CURE “pink
flower” ribbon for a suggested
donation of $5.

Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation
CIBC Run for the Cure

Sunday, October 4, 2009
www.cbcf.org

Locations: More than 50
communities across Canada

The Canadian Breast Cancer
Foundation CIBC Run for the Cure
is Canada’s largest single-day,
volunteer-led fundraising event
dedicated to supporting breast
cancer research, education, and
awareness programs. Each year,
thousands of Canadians participate
in the Run with a shared goal of
creating a future without breast
cancer.
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DEVELOPING A NATIONAL BREAST CANCER RESEARCH FRAMEWORK

The most important outcome from the National Breast Cancer Research Summit held in May 2008 was the
overwhelming support for the development of a National Breast Cancer Research Framework. “This Framework
is ultimately intended to act as a roadmap for all stakeholders,” says Dr. Morag Park, Scientific Director, CIHR
Institute of Cancer Research, and a CBCRA board member. “By assembling the Framework, and identifying
areas of strategic research importance for future activity and investment, we hope to foster collaboration,
improve co-ordination and reduce duplication of efforts and ultimately make a greater impact.”

CBCRA was given a clear mandate to take the lead in this endeavor - a first for Canada — and a working group
of scientific experts was invited to examine the current state of research and build on the work of the National
Summit to identify strategic research priorities. These priorities are of national and international significance ...
they go far beyond the purview of CBCRA.

The National Framework Working Group was led by Dr. Morag Park and Dr. Eva Grunfeld, Director, Knowledge
Translation Research, Health Services Research Program, Cancer Care Ontario and the Ontario Institute for Cancer
Research and Giblon Professor and Director, Family Medicine Research Program, Department of Family and
Community Medicine, University of Toronto and former member of the CBCRA Research Advisory Committee.

In assembling this working group, care was taken to ensure that all categories of research were represented by
leading scientists. Members are Dr. Heather Bryant, Dr. Mario Chevrette, Dr. Elizabeth Eisenhauer, Dr. Margaret
Fitch, Dr. Christine Friedenreich, Dr. Karen Gelmon, Dr. Tom Hack, Dr. Claire Holloway, Dr. Tom Hudson, Dr. Victor
Ling, Dr. Sylvie Mader, Dr. Michael Pollak, Dr. Jim Woodgett and Dr. Martin Yaffe.

Look for the release of the National Breast Cancer Research Framework in the coming months.

NeEw Vice-CHAIR oF CBCRA BoARD

Leslie Cox, Chair of the CBCRA
Board of Directors, has announced
the appointment of a new vice-chair,
Jacquelin (Jackie) Holzman. Ms.
Holzman recently joined the board
as a representative of the Canadian
Breast Cancer Network. She has a
50-year record of public service and
leadership in Ottawa, particularly

in the academic health science
community. Since 2002, she has
chaired the Board of Directors of the
Ottawa Health Research Institute,
the research arm of The Ottawa
Hospital and an affiliated institute of
the University of Ottawa. She was

a City Councillor from 1982 to 1991
and then served as Mayor of Ottawa
from 1991 to 1997. She also led the
Rehabilitation Institute of Ottawa as
President for five years (and served
on the Board for 19 years) and
chaired the Ottawa Health Sciences
Centre Board during construction
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of the Ottawa General Hospital,
the University of Ottawa Health
Sciences Building and the Royal
Ottawa Regional Rehabilitation
Centre. She is on the board of the
National Capital Commission and
is Honorary Chair of Breast Cancer
Action Ottawa, a survivor-directed,
voluntary organization.

“I am looking forward to
contributing to CBCRA,”
says Ms. Holzman, “because
| strongly believe that only
through research will current
and future generations free
themselves of this deadly
disease.”

Jackie Holzman







